Baseball Biographies
Great for all grades 
Lou Gehrig: The Luckiest Man  by David A. Adler (copyright 1997)

ISBN 0152005234    Publisher: Harcourt Brace & Company

Rich acrylic illustrations show the very good times in the life of Lou Gehrig as he played for the New York Yankees in the 1930’s before passing away at the young age of 37.  A bit of history every baseball fan should know.
Shoeless Joe & Black Besty  by Phil Bildner (copyright 2002)
ISBN 0689829132   Publisher: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

Superstitions and legends abound in baseball- this book uses both along with some true facts from the life of Shoeless Joe Jackson to tell a compelling story of how hard it can be to break a hitting slump. 
Satchel Paige  by Lesa Cline-Ransome (copyright 2000)

ISBN 0689811519    Publisher: Simon & Schuster
Not only the story of Satchel’s amazing determination and ability but also how he changed baseball history forever.
Hank Aaron: Brave in Every Way by Peter Goldenbock (copyright 2001)

ISBN 0152020934     Publisher: Harcourt
Encouraged by his parent’s love and support Hank Aaron rose above poverty, racism, and piles of hate mail to beat Babe Ruth’s homerun record while playing for the Atlanta Braves.
Hero’s of Baseball: The Men Who Made It America’s Favorite Game
by Robert Lipsyte  (copyright 2005)

ISBN 0689867417       Publisher: Simon & Schuster
Great reference tool for older readers interested in baseball player facts and trivia.  This book showcases some of baseballs greatest players: Babe Ruth, Mickey Mantle, and the McGwire-Sosa rivalry. 
Count Me In!  By Cal Ripken Jr. (copyright 1995)

ISBN 0878339159     Publisher: Taylor Publishing
Cal Ripken Jr.’s picture book autobiography, told in his straightforward style and filled with personal photos and illustrations from his childhood, early career, and setting the record of the most consecutive games played.   
Cal Ripken Jr.: My Story  by Cal Ripken Jr. and Mike Bryan 

(copyright 1999)  ISBN 0803723482    Publisher: Dial Books
Cal Ripken’s chapter book autobiography for older readers.  Filled with facts about his record breaking baseball career but also including details of family relationships, respect for fellow teammates, and the responsibilities of a true team leader.
Promises to Keep  by Sharon Robinson  (copyright 2004)
ISBN  0439425921   Publisher:  Scholastic Press

Written by his daughter, Sharon Robinson, this true story details the ups and downs of Jackie Robinson’s historical baseball career with photos, personal journal entries, newspaper clippings, and the story of his induction into the Baseball Hall of Fame. 

Mudball by Matt Tavares  (copyright 2005)
ISBN 0763623873    Publisher:  Candlewick Press
Andy Oyler is the smallest player on both his baseball team, the Minneapolis Millers, and the whole league.  He is heckled by the crowd and can’t seem to get a hit this season.  One afternoon when it seems the game will be rained out- Andy has a change of luck and becomes the game’s biggest hero.

Roberto Clemente: Pride of the Pittsburg Pirates by Jonah Winter

(copyright 2005)  ISBN 0689856431   Publisher: Atheneum Books

The amazing story of Roberto’s childhood in Puerto Rico (where his first mitt was an old coffee sack), to his rise through the minors, to his stark introduction to America in Pittsburg when he became a member of the Pirates.  Roberto became an inspiration not only on the baseball field but also in the field of giving back.  Beautifully illustrated and wonderfully told!
