Baseball Picture Books
Grades K-3
But they also make great read alouds for all ages!

The Babe and I  by David A. Adler (copyright 1999)

ISBN 0152013784    Publisher: Harcourt Brace & Company

The year is 1932 and the “Great Depression” is in full swing.  What’s a young boy to do to help out his family?  Sell newspapers- and guess who is in the headlines- Babe Ruth.  During this difficult time in history Babe Ruth raises the spirits of both young and old New Yorkers with his amazing homeruns.
Home Run  by Robert Burleigh (copyright 1998)

ISBN 0152009701    Publisher: Harcourt Brace & Company
Little George Herman Ruth had no idea growing up that he would change baseball forever- he just knew he loved the game from the moment he first swung a bat.  A book to be read again and again for it’s amazing illustrations, sparse and powerful verse, and baseball card descriptions of the highlights of Babe Ruth’s life.  A must have in any baseball fanatics book collection. 
Players in Pigtales  by Shana Corey (copyright 2003)

ISBN 0439183057     Publisher: Scholastic 

This lively picture book tells the story of  the Kenosha Comets as they train for their first game in the All- American Girls Professional Baseball League.  Inspired by the song “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” and the movie A League of Their Own.  What a fun story to read!
Teammates  by Peter Goldenbock (copyright 1990)

ISBN 0152006036     Publisher: Gulliver Books

Jackie Robinson faced much racial prejudice to become the first African American player in major league baseball.  This is a moving story about the abuse and hostility Jackie faced from both the crowds and his teammates on the Brooklyn Dodgers, until his teammate Pee Wee Reese took a stand to make a difference. 
Baseball Saved Us  by Ken Mochizuki (copyright 1993)

ISBN 1880000016       Publisher: Lee & Low Books, Inc.

A young Japanese American boy and his father learn to cope with being forced to live in an internment camp during WW II by playing baseball.  Interesting story about how sports can make a difference in your life.
Play Ball!  By Jorge Posada (copyright 2006)

ISBN 1416906878     Publisher: Simon & Schuster

Jorge Posada tells his own story of determination and practice from his early child hood to become not only a great baseball player but a switch hitter.  A great story for every kid who plays catch with their dad and dreams of professional ball.
How Georgie Radbourne Saved Baseball  by David Shannon 

(copyright 1994)  ISBN 0590474103    Publisher: Blue Sky Press

Once upon a time when baseball was outlawed in America things got so bad that spring never came- it stayed winter even in June, July, and August!   It takes a young boy born with the love of the game to save baseball in this book filled with fantasy and adventure.
The Legend of the Curse of the Bambino by Dan Shaughnessy
(copyright 2005)  ISBN 0689872356   Publisher: Simon & Schuster

With the help of great illustrations, dialog between a father and daughter attending a Red Sox game, and real newspaper clippings, the story of the 86 year “Curse of the Bambino” is retold in this newly published book.  Great conversation starter for the many legends behind the game of baseball. 
Mudball by Matt Tavares  (copyright 2005)
ISBN 0763623873    Publisher:  Candlewick Press
Andy Oyler is the smallest player on both his baseball team, the Minneapolis Millers, and the whole league.  He is heckled by the crowd and can’t seem to get a hit this season.  One afternoon when it seems the game will be rained out- Andy has a change of luck and becomes the game’s biggest hero.

Roberto Clemente: Pride of the Pittsburg Pirates by Jonah Winter

(copyright 2005)  ISBN 0689856431   Publisher: Atheneum Books

The amazing story of Roberto’s childhood in Puerto Rico (where his first mitt was an old coffee sack), to his rise through the minors, to his stark introduction to America in Pittsburg when he became a member of the Pirates.  Roberto became an inspiration not only on the baseball field but also in the field of giving back.  Beautifully illustrated and wonderfully told!
